Actions over Words!
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Mom: Genie, I think Yuki is worried about something.
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Genie: Really? I didn’t notice. So, what’s the matter?
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(Yuki returns home.)
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Genie: Hey, Yuki, I heard you've been feeling

down lately.
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Yuki: Well, actually.
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All of my classmates have already got their schools and

are enjoying their lives every day, but school...
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I am bored every day, feeling there is no hope in my

future ...
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Maybe I have nothing to be proud of or able to do.

What should I do?
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Genie: Hmm, well.... Wait, that’s it!
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Let’s ask my friend for help!
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Abracadabra! (Genie’s friend appears.)
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Yuki: Whoa! Who are you?
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Goethe: I am Goethe.
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Mom: Oh, my friend
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Yuki: Goethe? (Toward Mom) Who is Goethe?

Y7o (YU—F wb)  Z— AKX ST

Mom: He is a great man of literature in history all

over the world.
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Yuki: Wow, that’s amazing!
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Genie: Goethe, Yuki’s in trouble. Give us some advice.
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Goethe: What is the use?  Just saying around, “I'm

not feeling OK. I don't feel like doing anything.”

Vb AKX ¥  a2—R? PXRY AT
TR, I7A4L b T4—=V T
AT A, TARYXES T4A4Y FGA47

Ky—A 20 =747 .

People doing nothing, just fooling around cannot warm

up to do anything.
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You will do nothing tomorrow either if you cannot do it

today.
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You should not spend even one day just goofing around!
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Make the most of your time as earnestly as possible.
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Do not look too far away if you truly want to

understand something.
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”Let's try to be a person of action, believing in our

potential and possibilities!”
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Yuki: I see! Thanks, everyone!

I'll chant daimoku and do my best!
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Goethe: That’s a great determination!
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Everyone: “Let's try to be a person of action,

believing in our potential and possibilities!”
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We are apt to overlook important things that lie near at hand.

Actions Speak Louder Than Words!
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Abracadabra is an incantation used as a magic
word in stage magic tricks, and historically was believed to

have healing powers when inscribed on an amulet.

Etymology

The word may have its origin in the Aramaic language, but
numerous conflicting folk etymologies are associated with
it.

The word Abracadabra may derive from an Aramaic

phrase meaning "l create as | speak."

This etymology is dubious, however, as X121 X2 in
Aramaic is more reasonably translated "I create like the
word." In the Hebrew language, the phrase translates more

accurately as "it came to pass as it was spoken."

"[A]bracadabra may comprise the abbreviated forms of the
Hebrew words Av (Father), Ben (Son) and Ruach Ha
Codesch (Holy Spirit), though an alternative derivation
relates the word toAbraxas, a god with snakes for feet who
was worshiped in Alexandria." David Pickering's
description of the word as an abbreviation from Hebrew is
also a false etymology—as he apparently here means
Aramaic (02 is Aramaic for "son", itis [ in Hebrew,
although 12 is an honorific form), nor does he account for

the final five letters (i.e., -dabra) in the lexeme.

History

The first known mention of the word was in the third
century AD in a book called Liber Medicinalis (sometimes
known as De Medicina Praecepta Saluberrima) by Quintus
Serenus Sammonicus, physician to the Roman

emperor Caracalla(200), who in chapter 51 prescribed
that malaria sufferers wear an amulet containing the word

written in the form of a triangle:

The power of the amulet, he explained, makes lethal
diseases go away. Other Roman emperors,

including Geta and Alexander Severus, were followers of
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the medical teachings of Serenus Sammonicus and may

have used the incantation as well.

It was used as a magical formula by the Gnostics of the
sect of Basilides in invoking the aid of beneficent spirits
against disease and misfortune. It is found on Abraxas
stones, which were worn as amulets. Subsequently, its use

spread beyond the Gnostics.

The Puritan minister Increase Mather dismissed the word
as bereft of power. Daniel Defoe also wrote dismissively

about Londoners who posted the word on their doorways
to ward off sickness during the Great Plague of

London. But Aleister Crowley regarded it as possessing

great power; he said its true form is abrahadabra:

The word is now commonly used as an incantation by
stage magicians when performing a magic trick. It is also
applied contemptuously to a conception or hypothesis
purporting to be a simple solution of apparently insoluble

phenomena.

In literature

In the Harry Potter novel series, the incantation Avada
Kedavra is known as the Killing Curse. During an audience
interview at the Edinburgh Book Festival on 15 April 2004,
series author J. K. Rowling had this to say about the
fictional Killing Curse's etymology: "Does anyone know
where avada kedavra came from? It is an ancient spell in
Aramaic, and it is the original of abracadabra, which
means 'let the thing be destroyed.' Originally, it was used
to cure illness and the 'thing' was the illness, but | decided
to make it the 'thing' as in the person standing in front of
me. | take a lot of liberties with things like that. | twist them

round and make them mine."

In Legend of the Heart Eaters, the first book of the Jonah
and the Last Great Dragon series by M. E. Holley, Jonah
makes a copy of the triangular Abracadabra charm, to

wear while he tries to free a child from an attacking demon.
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A translation of the charm is on the wall of St Michael's

Church, Cascob, in Radnorshire.
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